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“AUSTRIA’S ESSENTIAL TRIO”: INNSBRUCK – SALZBURG -VIENNA 

In Collaboration with Guelph Arts Council 

 

 

 

15 days, from Sunday, April 12, to Sunday, April 26, 2026 

 

A leisurely tour of Austria, featuring superb scenery in the Tyrolean Alps in and around Innsbruck; the great 

city of Salzburg with its memories of Mozart and “Sound of Music”; the scenic Danube Valley; and, of course, 

the unsurpassed metropolis of Vienna; with side trips to Bolzano in Italy and Bratislava in Slovakia. The tour 

features excellent 4-star hotels and most meals as well as two concerts; it is offered in collaboration with 

Guelph Arts Council and is conducted by Jacques Pauwels, PhD, author of books such as ‘Beneath the Dust 

of Time: A History of the Names of Peoples and Places’ and many other books published in ten languages. 

 

 

 

 Tour Price: $6,795.00 CAD* 

*Per person, based on double occupancy to/from Toronto 

Single Room Supplement: $1,085.00 CAD 
 

Land Only: $5,655.00 CAD 
 

mailto:tours@pauwelstravel.com


 

Proposed Itinerary 

 

 

Day 1 – Sunday, April 12: Departure at 5:30 PM from Toronto to Munich with Air Canada.  

 

Day 2 - Monday, April 13: Arrival at 7:45 AM at Munich Airport, where a private coach will be waiting to 

take us along the Autobahn and across the nearby Austrian border to the city of Innsbruck, capital of 

Austria’s Alpine province, Tyrol, located in the valley of the Inn River and surrounded by towering 

mountains. We will stay here for four nights in the centrally located first-class/four-star Hotel Grauer Bär. 

Dinner in the hotel. 

 

Day 3 – Tuesday, April 14: Morning sightseeing tour of Innsbruck’s old town with the medieval building 

known as the Golden Roof; the pedestrian, arcaded main street, Herzog-Friedrich-Strasse; picturesque 

Maria-Theresa Street with the Annasäule (St. Anna Column); the scenic banks of the Inn River; the 

Triumphal Gate; and the Imperial Court Church. The afternoon is free to explore on your own. If not afraid 

of heights, you may want to take a ride on the Nordkettebahn (Nordkette Cable Car) to the “Top of 

Innsbruck” and enjoy the fabulous view of the city from an altitude of 2,200m! Dinner in a typical 

restaurant. 

 

Day 4 – Wednesday, April 15: After breakfast, visit to the Habsburg Court Church, the Hofkirche, where we 

can admire the splendid sarcophagus of Emperor Maximilian, surrounded by 28 larger-than-life bronze 

statues known locally as the “Black Men.” On to the adjoining Museum of Tyrolean Folk Art, housed in a 

former monastery and featuring a fabulous collection of handicrafts, costumes, household items, glass 

and pottery, peasant furniture, textiles, tools, metalwork, and religious and secular folk art from the 

various regions of Tyrol. Rest of the day at leisure. No group dinner this evening. 

 

<Innsbruck’s main street, named after 

Habsburg Empress Maria Theresa 

 

Day 5 – Thursday, April 16: Full-day 

excursion, via an expressway across the 

historic Brenner Pass, to Bolzano, the very 

attractive capital of the German-speaking 

region of Northern Italy known as South 

Tyrol or Alto Adige. Our program there 

features a walk through the attractive old 

https://www.innsbruck-hotels.at/hotels/grauer-baer
https://www.austria.info/en-gb/cities-and-places/innsbruck
https://nordkette.com/
https://www.tiroler-landesmuseen.at/en/tyrolean-state-museums
https://www.innsbruck.info/en/sightseeing/sightseeing/museums/detail/infrastruktur/museum-of-tyrolean-folk-art-innsbruck.html


town and a visit to the local archaeological museum, whose pride and joy is “Iceman Oetzi,” a prehistoric 

hunter whose 5,000-year old mummified body was discovered in 1991 on a glacier high in the Alps. Also 

free time for individual exploring and shopping. Return to Innsbruck in late afternoon. Dinner in the hotel. 

Day 6 - Friday, April 17: Departure from Innsbruck after breakfast. Motoring eastward, we cross back into 

Germany and head for the famous Alpine resort of Berchtesgaden, where we visit Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest, 

perched high on the steep Kehlstein Mountain. The trip to Hitler’s “tea house” at the summit involves a 

ride by special bus along a spectacular but safe road and a ride in an elevator constructed for the Fuehrer 

himself! After this exciting visit, we cross the border again and head for the village of St. Leonhard, 

situated in the heart of the “Sound of Music” country, in the beautiful mountain scenery just outside 

Salzburg, Mozart’s birthplace and unquestionably one of the most beautiful cities in Europe. Our home 

for the next three nights will be the first-class, typically Austrian country inn Gasthof Untersberg, situated 

at the foot of the impressive Untersberg Mountain. Dinner in the excellent restaurant of the hotel.   

<Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest 

 

Day 7 - Saturday, April 18: A full day of 

sightseeing in the glorious city of 

Salzburg, with highlights such as the 

Cathedral, the picturesque 

Getreidegasse (main street), the 

scenic banks of the Salzach River, the 

St. Peter’s Church and its ancient 

cemetery, Mirabell Gardens, and a visit 

to the Mozart House in which the 

wunderkind was born in 1756. The afternoon is free to shop and/or explore Salzburg on your own. 

Returning to our hotel in the afternoon, there will be an opportunity to enjoy a breathtaking cable-car 

ride to the top of the Untersberg Mountain (optional). Today, group lunch or dinner. as we plan to enjoy 

a concert of classical music this afternoon or evening. 

Panoramic view of Salzburg > 

 

Day 8 - Sunday, April 19:  Full-day 

excursion into the wonderful 

Salzkammergut or “Salzburg Lake 

District,” a region very much 

associated, like Salzburg and 

surroundings, with the story of 

https://www.iceman.it/en
https://www.kehlsteinhaus.de/english
https://www.hotel-untersberg.com/
https://www.salzburg.info/en/sights/top10/mozarts-birthplace
https://www.salzburg.info/en/sights/excursions/cable-car-untersberg


“Sound of Music.” First, we motor to Mondsee, a romantic village conjuring up memories of Maria and 

Baron von Trapp, whose wedding (in the movie) took place in the local church. On via the shores of Lake 

Mondsee to Unterach on Lake Attersee; the town of Bad Ischl, a spa that used to attract royals and 

aristocrats of the Habsburg Empire; and the very picturesque village of St. Wolfgang, situated on the 

shores of the homonymous lake and home to the Inn of the White Horse, famous for having inspired a 

popular operetta, where coffee breaks are traditionally enjoyed with apple strudel with lots of whipcream 

or another fine Austrian pastry! We return to our hotel via yet another lake, the Fuschlsee. Dinner in the 

hotel.  

 

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES IN AUSTRIA INCLUDED IN THIS TOUR: 

Hallstatt-Dachstein / Salzkammergut Cultural Landscape - Historic Centre of the City of Salzburg - 

Wachau Cultural Landscape - Historic Centre of Vienna - Palace and Gardens of Schönbrunn – and 

Baden, one of The Great Spa Towns of Europe   

 

 

 

< St. Wolfgang, with the Inn of the White Horse to 

the right of the historic church  

(photo by C. Stadler/Bwag) 

Day 9 - Monday, April 20:    Today we leave the 

Salzburg area and enjoy a leisurely trip to Vienna 

via a very interesting and scenic route, much if not 

most of it through the scenic Danube River Valley. 

Sights en route will include the superb baroque 

Monastery of Melk, and the beautiful Wachau 

Valley, a UNESCO World Heritage Landscape. Arriving in the Austrian capital in late afternoon, we ascend 

the Kahlenberg Mountain, site of a famous 1683 battle against the Turks, to enjoy a spectacular 

panoramic view of Vienna and the Danube below!  In the Austrian capital we stay in the first-class/four-

star Hotel Johann Strauss. Today, group lunch OR dinner. 

Day 10 -Tuesday, April 21: This morning, our sightseeing program focuses on Vienna’s historical city centre, 

encircled by the famous Ring Boulevard lined with stately buildings such as the Opera; the monument to 

Mozart; Heroes’ Square (Heldenplatz); the Hofburg residence of the Habsburg Emperors; Michael’s 

Square, with foundations of Roman Vienna, known as Vindobona, as well as outstanding ancient and 

modern architecture; the upscale pedestrian shopping district of Kaertner Strasse and Graben, the 

https://forgetsomeday.com/mondsee
https://www.stwolfgang.at/en
https://www.weissesroessl.at/en
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/806
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/784
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/970
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1033
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/786
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1613
https://www.austria.info/en-gb/locations/melk-abbey
https://www.austria.info/en-gb/regions/wachau-valley
https://www.austria.info/en-gb/regions/wachau-valley
https://www.austria.info/en-gb/locations/kahlenberg
https://www.hoteljohannstrauss.at/en/hotel-johann-strauss-vienna


magnificent Gothic St. Stephen's Cathedral. Mid-morning coffee break in the historical Café Demel with 

its 19th-century décor, conjuring up the pre-WW I era when the Habsburgs still ruled this part of Europe! 

In the afternoon, visit to the Museum of Art History (Kunsthistorisches Museum), considered to be one of 

the world’s finest museums because of its magnificent architecture and interior decoration plus an 

amazing art collection, including treasures from Ancient Egypt and Greek Antiquity to the late 18th 

century; among the highlights are paintings by the likes of Dürer, Raphael, Bruegel, Rembrandt, Rubens, 

Titian, Velázquez, and Vermeer. Dinner in a typical restaurant. 

Day 11 - Wednesday, April 22: Morning visit to the state apartments and gardens of the magnificent Palace 

of Schoenbrunn, the summer residence of the Habsburgs, who ruled Austria from the Middle Ages until 

the end of World War I. Many rooms still feature the furniture and art that were there when the Habsburg 

abdicated at the end of World War I and Austria became a republic. The afternoon is at leisure, and this 

evening there will be no group dinner as we will attend a classical music concert. 

 
Schoenbrunn Palace 

Day 12 - Thursday, April 23: Excursion to Bratislava, the small but very attractive capital of Slovakia, nestled 

on the banks of the mighty Danube at only a stone’s throw from the Austrian border. The main sights 

here are the hilltop castle, the Cathedral, the New Bridge across the Danube, and the attractive medieval 

inner city with narrow, winding streets as well as fine square featuring historic churches, monasteries, 

palaces, and monuments to Slovak poets and national heroes. After some free time to explore on your 

own, group lunch of Slovak culinary specialties in a typical restaurant. Return to Vienna in late afternoon. 

Free evening, with the possibility of attending another concert or perhaps an opera (optional). 

Day 13 - Friday, April 24: Morning at leisure. After breakfast, excursion to the the bucolic hilly region known 

as the Vienna Woods, with the elegant spa and casino town of Baden, associated with Mozart and 

Beethoven, the hunting lodge at Mayerling, site of the tragic death of Habsburg Crown Prince Rudolph 

and his young mistress, and the venerable ancient Cistercian Abbey of Heiligenkreuz. Returning to Vienna, 

we head for the Grinzing district, formerly a village in the middle of the vineyards, where we will enjoy 

our final group dinner in a a typical Viennese wine tavern or “Heuriger”! 

Day 14 - Saturday, April 25: Free day to enjoy Vienna as you wish. We recommend a visit to the Belvedere 

Palace, a site of great historic importance which now houses a fabulous museum of modern art, featuring 

the work of great Austrian masters such as Klimt, Schiele, and Kokoschka. Or how about heading for the 

https://www.khm.at/en
https://www.schoenbrunn.at/en
https://www.schoenbrunn.at/en
https://www.ricksteves.com/watch-read-listen/read/articles/booming-bratislava
https://www.greatspatownsofeurope.eu/discover-experience/baden-bei-wien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayerling_incident
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heiligenkreuz_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heuriger
https://www.belvedere.at/en/visit/lower-belvedere
https://www.belvedere.at/en/visit/lower-belvedere


Prater Amusement Park and enjoying a ride on its gigantic Ferris Wheel? Another fun experience is a visit 

to the Hundertwasser Haus, a spectacular creation by the controversial Austrian artist/architect, 

Friedensreich Hundertwasser. No group dinner this evening. 

Day 15 - Sunday, April 26: After breakfast, transfer to Vienna Airport in time for the departure of our return 

flight to Toronto. 

 

 

 Tour Price: $6,795.00 CAD* 

*Per person, based on double occupancy to/from Toronto 

Single Room Supplement: $1,085.00 CAD 
 

Land Only: $5,655.00 CAD 
 

 

Included in the Tour Price 

- Flights from Toronto to Munich and back from Vienna, including one suitcase per person.                 

- Accommodation, based on double occupancy, in first-class/4-star hotels; limited single rooms 

available 

- Breakfast daily and all but four dinners (or full lunches). 

- Overland transportation by private coach. 

- All visits and sightseeing as outlined in the itinerary, including admission to museums and 

monuments mentioned, and two classical music concerts. 

- Gratuities for driver(s) and local guide(s). 

 

Not Included 

- All items of a personal nature. 

- Beverages with dinners and meals other than those outlined above. 

- Travel Insurance, available upon request. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prater
https://www.visitingvienna.com/sights/hundertwasserhaus/


REGISTRATION 
 

Please book  seat(s) on the “Guelph Arts Council: Austria’s Essential Trio” tour April 12 – 26, 2026. 
 

I wish to book on group flights_____ OR land only ______.  

*If booking land only please send the office a copy of your flight details. 

 

Please be prepared to pay a deposit of $1200 per person and any applicable insurance premium at time of registration. 

Balance is invoiced no later than 60 days prior to departure. 
 

WE REQUIRE A COPY OF YOUR PASSPORT (INFORMATION PAGES ONLY) VALID 6 MONTHS AFTER TOUR TO BE SENT IN WITH 

YOUR REGISTRATION FORM. 
 

PASSPORT NAME(S):  

Surname    First    Middle(s)    
 

Date of Birth (ddmmmyyyy):      
 

Surname    First    Middle(s)    
 

Date of Birth (ddmmmyyyy):        

Address:          City:      
 

Postal Code:   Phone:     Cell Phone:     
 

Email:       

If traveling alone, is a single room required? Yes No  

If sharing, what is your bed preference: twin (2 beds)  double (1 bed)  ? 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: Please list any dietary requests, allergies, special physical needs, or frequent flyer numbers etc., 

below. We cannot ensure requests made 30 days or less prior to departure will be possible. 

 

 

 

INSURANCE: Review plans and rates by clicking here or calling the office. Record your quoted premium below: 

All-Inclusive:    Emergency Medical:       Non-Medical/Trip Cancellation:   

Decline Insurance:   

PAYMENT: Cheque payable to Pauwels Travel Bureau LTD, e-transfer to tours@pauwelstravel.com or call the office to provide 

credit card (Visa, Mastercard, American Express) to Sandra or Jessica. 

Amount To Pay: ______________ 

CONSENT: “I/we have read and agree to the terms and conditions attached to the tour program, have selected or declined 

insurance, indicated any special requests, and authorize payment of the above amount.” 
 

Date_______   Signature____________________________ 
 

Date_______   Signature____________________________ 

PAUWELS TRAVEL BUREAU LTD. 

Mailing Address: 43 Condor St, Kitchener, ON N2K 0B2 

Tel: 519-753-2695/1-800-380-3974 – Fax: 519753-6376 - Email: tours@pauwelstravel.com 

https://www.igoinsured.com/Direct/ManulifeGlobal.aspx?ag=pauwbrt&lang=E
mailto:tours@pauwelstravel.com
mailto:tours@pauwelstravel.com


TERMS & CONDITIONS 

RESERVATIONS AND DEPOSITS: 

Reservations should be made as early as possible to ensure the departure of your choice. No reservations will be accepted 

without a deposit and signed registration form. Deposit amounts vary by tour and are listed in the registration form. 

REFUND OF UNUSED ARRANGEMENTS:  

Because the rates of Pauwels Travel Bureau Ltd. are based on group participation, no refund can be made for any tour 

accommodation or tour service, or tour feature not taken. If cancellation occurs while the tour is in progress, no refund can 

be made for the tour portion not taken. We strongly suggest that to allow for any unexpected contingencies, you purchase 

the all-inclusive insurance. 

CANCELLATION POLICY: 

Refund of deposit is made if cancellation is received in writing by Pauwels Travel Bureau Ltd. at least 91 days prior of the 

departure date of the tour less a $250.00 non-refundable administrative fee per person. For cancellation received in writing 

90 days prior or less the following cancellation penalties apply for tour costs: 

• 90 days to 61 days before departure: 35% of tour cost 

• 60 to 31 days before departure: 65% of tour cost 

• 30 – 0 days prior to departure: 100% of tour cost 

Penalties for cancelling insurance or individual airfare may differ than the policy above. Clients are advised to review the 

cancellation terms for any additional services they may have purchased for the tour. 

RESPONSIBILITY: 

The acceptance of the initial service to be provided under the tour shall be considered an acceptance by the tour member of 

those conditions. We also reserve the right to decline, to accept or retain any person as a member of the tour. We reserve 

the right without notice, to withdraw any part or all of the tour. Factors such as airline schedule changes, hotel overbookings, 

inclement weather, travel warnings by the Canadian Government etc. may necessitate changes in the itinerary. There may 

also be other circumstances in which changes become necessary or advisable. By commencing the tour, I agree to the release 

and agreement as included below. 

RELEASE & AGREEMENT: 

By placing my deposit, submitting my registration, and commencing the tour I understand and agree to the following:  

1. That all tours are delivered in conjunction with other service providers, including but not limited to travel agent and 

booking services, airlines, hotel and accommodation providers, transportation providers including but not limited to coach, 

train and ferry services, restaurant providers, and local guides. We shall not be held responsible for the failure by any person 

or company to render any transportation, lodging or other travel service to be provided on the tour. All hotels, transportation 

and other travel services are provided subject to all the terms and conditions under which they are offered to the public 

generally.  

2. I know that tour programs include walking and may including hiking and fitness programs that have potentially 

hazardous activities associated with them. I should not participate prior to approval by my physician. I assume any and all 

other risks associated with these events included but not limited to falls, contact with other participants, the effects of the 

weather including high heat and/or humidity.  

3. To release, indemnify and hold harmless Pauwels Travel Bureau and their affiliates (which term shall include parents, 

subsidiaries, officers, directors, shareholders, agents and employees of Pauwels Travel Bureau as well as Pauwels Travel 

themselves) (the “Released Parties”) from, and agree not to sue the Released Parties for, any claims that I may have arising 

from, or in connection with, any personal injury, bodily injury, mental anguish, emotional distress, physical, property or other 

damage that I may suffer from any cause whatsoever related in any way to my participation in this tour. Without limiting 

the generality of the foregoing, I release, indemnify, and hold harmless the Released Parties from, and agree not to sue them 



for any personal injury, bodily injury, mental anguish, emotional distress, physical, property or other damage that I may 

suffer from the Released Parties’ negligence other than from intentional or reckless acts by such parties. I further agree to  

release, indemnify and hold harmless the Released Parties from any and all acts of God, war (whether declared or 

undeclared), terrorist activities, incidents of politically motivated violence, illness or quarantine, strikes or government 

restrictions or the acts or omissions of any other agents over which the Released Parties have no direct or indirect control, 

including, without limitation, airlines, railways, bus companies, hotels, shipping companies, guides and sub- contracted 

agents or tour operators. This release also includes activities not offered that may be considered risky. I further release any 

Tour Directors, bus drivers or other individuals involved in my tour.  

4. That the air carrier’s liability for loss of or damage to baggage or property, or for death or injury to person, is limited by 

their tariffs, or the Warsaw Convention, or both.  

5. That Pauwels Travel Bureau shall have no liability or responsibility for me when I am absent from activities, such as visits 

to friends or relatives or during pre-tour/post-tour option periods if the pre-tour/post-tour period does not include the 

services of a Tour Director.  

6. To abide by directions of my Tour Director or other leadership personnel during my tour. Failure to do so may result in my 

termination from tour immediately. I understand that to disobey such rules or directions are to waive the right to any refund, 

and that I may be sent home at my own expense. The participant and family undertake full financial responsibility for any 

damage caused by the participant and agree to pay his/her return home on the first available flight, should his/her 

behaviour be deemed detrimental to the welfare of the group.  

7. To abide by all local laws when in Canada and abroad, including those concerning drugs and alcohol. (Minors must have 

parents’ permission to use alcohol even if the local law would otherwise permit them to). I understand that if I abuse or 

disobey such laws, even unintentionally, I waive my right to a refund, and Pauwels Travel may send me home at my own 

expense. I also understand that, should local authorities be involved, I will be subject to the laws of the country I am visiting.  

8. That if I become ill or incapacitated, Pauwels Travel and its employees, or a designated chaperone may take any action 

they deem necessary for my safety and well-being, including securing medical treatment (at my own expense) and 

transporting me home. In the event of a medical emergency, Pauwels Travel will attempt to cause appropriate treatment to 

be administered, and the traveller authorizes Pauwels Travel to do so. Pauwels Travel, however, makes no warranty that it 

will be able to cause effective (or any) emergency treatment to be administered.  

9. That Pauwels Travel may use any film likenesses taken of me and any of my comments while on a tour for future 

publication and use my contact information for future Pauwels Travel communications. 

A WORD ABOUT GROUP AIRFARES: 

Please note that when booking one of our air-inclusive tours, Pauwels Travel has negotiated reduced rates with the airline that 

we are able to confirm and lock in up to 359 days before travel. While it is wonderful to share the savings and flexibility this 

provides with you, our valued guests, the privilege does come with some restrictions. In some cases, it may not be possible to 

collect frequent flyer miles, you may not be able to check in online 24 hours before travel, or you may need to try checking in 

with your ticket number rather than your booking reference. Additionally, most airlines do not allow advanced seat-selection 

on group airfares. It is the airline’s policy, not ours, that prevents us from assigning specific seats. If a request is made , it is 

passed on to the airline by our staff when they submit the names to the airline 60 days prior to departure but no requests are 

guaranteed. Our staff will not be able to aid in advanced seat selection if the airline does not allow it on the group airfare. If a 

certain type of seat is indispensable to you, we suggest that you book our tour on a “land only” basis and make individual flight 

arrangements, in which case you may be able to get the seat of your choice; Pauwels Travel would be happy to assist you with 

that reservation. We will offer you the best fare available, but please note that this can only be done once a tour is a guaranteed 

departure because individual airfare conditions are stricter than the conditions of the group airfare rate. We thank you in 

advance for your kind understanding of the above! 


